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A Rich Legacy, A New Dream
Lou and Faith Linn Vision ’83 are surrounded by many of the Cedarville alumni who attended 
their wedding on July 21, 2007. Their reception took place in the Alumni Hall of the Dixon 
Ministry Center. To view pictures of their celebration, visit www.locke-innovations.com/vision.
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Faith Vision. It’s  
not your church’s next 
building campaign.  
Nor is it a new Christian 
television network.  
It’s my new name.  
Visit the website  
www.faith-vision.com 
and you’ll find that  
the 24-hour Christian 
network has already been 
established. Google “Faith Vision” and you’ll find more ministries 
than you can imagine. But, honestly, it’s my new name.
 When Sandra Millikin Entner ’59 told me in April 2006 that 
she wanted me to meet Lou Vision, my girlish mind immediately 
“tried on” the name. Are you kidding? There was no way that was 
going to happen!
 But God has plans that often are quite different from our own. 
It amazes me that He would answer a prayer that I had forgotten  
I even prayed. Once upon a time, I prayed for a godly man who 
would love and cherish me. I prayed for children. I prayed for 
“happily ever after.” That was a long time ago, and I certainly didn’t 
think it would happen now — and I was quite content with that.
 Then I met Lou. We quickly knew that God had something 
special planned for our lives, and that I would share the journey 
not only with Lou but also with his three children: Zachary (11), 
Mia (9), and Seth (6). On July 21, 2007, we were married, and  
my life went from a state of peaceful control to chaotic dependence 
— dependence on God, on my husband, on my supportive friends, 
and on those who have “been there.” A dependence that is 
undoubtedly exactly what God knew I needed to experience.  
I am so thankful for this new chapter in my life.
 I still introduce myself as Faith Linn (it’s a hard habit to break 
after so many years!). As I signed a dozen requisitions yesterday,  
a coworker asked, “What does your new signature look like?”  
and I realized I had forgotten to use my new name again. I’m not 
ashamed of it, though. After all, it’s the name I chose. More 
importantly, it’s the name God chose for me.
 However, as this new chapter has unfolded, not only has my 
name changed, but the focus of my ministry has changed as well. 
So, I will be leaving Cedarville University at the end of October  
to care for my family and build into the lives of our kids. After 17 
years, this is certainly a bittersweet time, but it is definitely what 
Lou and I believe God would have 
us do. Serving CU alumni and 
students has been an absolute joy 
and I could not have asked for a 
better career. Thanks to all of you 
who have contributed to my joy.  
It has not gone unnoticed.
In His Service,
Faith Linn Vision ’83 
Director of Alumni Relations
Did you receive the first-ever edition of the Cedarville University Alumni eNews, 
sent on Monday, September 17? If not, visit www.cedarville.edu/eNews today 
to subscribe. Quick and easy to read, Alumni eNews is a great way to find out 
what’s happening at Cedarville, learn about upcoming alumni events, and see 
what other alumni are doing around the world. Watch your in-box between 
October 15 and 19 for the next edition of Alumni eNews!
(If you missed the first Alumni eNews, check out  
www.cedarville.edu/alumni/eNews today!)
In Your In-Box: Alumni eNews
Andrea Smith ’06 is a pediatric intensive care nurse at Children’s  
Medical Center in Dayton, Ohio, and a new donor to the Cedarville  
Fund. Thanks, Andrea!
My Cedarville experience was invaluable!
“
”
Cedarville University’s nursing department prepares students to 
care for patients holistically — addressing physical needs while 
caring for emotional, intellectual, social, and spiritual needs as well. 
My experience at Cedarville was invaluable not only as a nursing 
student, but also as I grew in my walk with the Lord.
I gave my first gift to the Cedarville Fund to help provide scholarships 
for students with financial need. It is my prayer that this gift will 
help other students deepen their relationship with Christ and 
become experts in their fields of study.
           —Andrea Smith ’06
It’s easy. We’ll show you how!
Alumni gifts to the Cedarville Fund help students experience all that Cedarville has to 
offer. Join Andrea and designate your gift — of any size — to the scholarship 
fund or ministry program of your choice.
1-800-766-1115
www.cedarville.edu/donors
Kim Botta Longo ’02, longok@cedarville.edu





 We were in the emergency room  
at Erlanger Hospital in Chattanooga. 
April, our six-year-old, was on a gurney 
behind a curtain. One of her fingers 
had been severed in an accident and  
we were waiting for a surgeon to arrive. 
It was a Friday night and the ER was 
jammed with people. Every tick of  
the clock was agonizing. April was in 
serious pain, and I knew she was in  
for more when the surgeon would come to reattach her finger.
 Issues that had seemed so important an hour ago were  
now trivial. I felt helpless, even angry (at whom, I didn’t know).  
I wanted something done immediately, yet I was powerless.
 Almost everyone reading this has experienced the same 
feelings I am describing. Looking back, the event appears less 
traumatic than it was at the time. But the feeling of vulnerability 
at that moment has never left me.
 Everything changed when Dr. Carter walked in. He calmly 
and gently talked us through what had happened and how he 
was going to repair April’s finger. He took the time to assure us, 
comfort us, and point us to God. We prayed together. For the 
first time in hours, I was able to take a deep breath.
 As a Christian, Dr. Carter sees his work as his ministry.  
Dr. Carter’s outstanding skills as a surgeon are the means God 
uses to bring His truth and presence to the thousands of people 
Dr. Carter has served all over the world.
 At Cedarville University we have the privilege of preparing 
hundreds of students each year for ministry in health-care 
professions. They know they are not only God’s hands for healing 
but also are God’s heart for saving. Like Dr. Carter, they will 
change lives.
 Those who serve as doctors, nurses, and therapists meet 
people at their most vulnerable moments. Frequently, these  
crisis moments are the very means God is using to speak clearly 
to people who are too busy or too hard-hearted to hear any  
other way.
 And we cannot forget the worldwide impact of health  
care professionals. Incredible ministries are taking place  
through medical practitioners in Islamic countries and other 
closed countries.
 Enjoy this issue of Inspire. Through it, you will learn why  
we are so proactive in providing the best education to train 
hands and hearts for God’s work.
Dr. Bill Brown
President
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Look who’s hiring 
Cedarville grads
… just to name a few
Faith Community Nursing Certificate Program
May 19–23, 2008
Are you a nurse looking to use your 
education to minister not only to  
physical needs, but to spiritual needs  
as well? Faith community nursing is a 
recognized field that will allow you to 
put your nursing knowledge and skills 
to work within your church and play  
an important role in promoting health 
and healing in your congregation.
Cedarville University’s faith community 
nursing program will instruct you in 
the biblical aspects of health, healing, 
wholeness, and health promotion; 
legal and ethical guidelines for  
faith community nursing practices, 
and more! The program will qualify 
you to start a health education 
ministry within your church and 
provide invaluable health advice  
and spiritual support to promote  
not only physical health, but also 
social, emotional, mental, and 
spiritual health.
For more information, visit www.cedarville.edu/faithcommnursing.
A Legacy of 
Faithful Service
Dr. Irene Alyn, founder and first chair of Cedarville University’s 
nursing department, recently retired after 26 years of service at 
the University. Dr. Alyn came to Cedarville in 1981 after earning 
her BA from Taylor University and both her MSN and PhD from 
the University of Illinois. She was responsible for developing the 
original plans for the nursing department, working with faculty to 
establish and upgrade curricula, and providing the leadership for 
program approval and accreditation. Because of her leadership, 
Cedarville’s program has become nationally known both for 
academic excellence and for promoting biblical integration and 
Christian service with an emphasis on nursing as a ministry.
 Growing the nursing department from its infancy into the 
thriving, 300-student major it is today is only part of the legacy 
Dr. Alyn leaves as she moves on to the next step God has for her 
life. She has also left a major mark on the hearts and lives of both 
her colleagues and her students. “Under Dr. Alyn’s leadership,  
I have been encouraged to put Christ foremost in all of my 
teaching and practice as a nurse,” remarks new department chair 
Dr. Janet Conway. “She provided the motivation and resources to 
advance my education, promote academic scholarship, and serve 
as a mentor to other faculty.”
 “Dr. Alyn influenced my nursing education by challenging me 
and every student she taught, not only in the classroom, but also 
spiritually,” says Rachel Osterman Borich ’05. “She encouraged us 
before every clinical and experience outside Cedarville to be a 
light to the dying world and to share Christ’s love.” Many of Alyn’s 
former nursing students remember that she would start classes by 
having everyone sing a song called “Praise the Savior.” Other 
students recall her zeal for organizing, directing, and joining 
nursing students on a variety  
of mission trips throughout  
the world.
 “I was always amazed that 
when Dr. Alyn would teach 
theory, she would personally 
know the nurses who had 
written the books,” recalls  
Tonya Brockman Bartlett ’97, 
now a nurse manager at the 
Ohio State University Medical Center. “It also impressed me that 
when I would come back to campus for career fairs, several years 
after I graduated, she would remember me by name.”
 In 2004, Cedarville honored Dr. Alyn with the Allen Monroe 
Integration of Faith and Learning Award for sustained excellence 
in integrating Scripture and the Christian worldview with a 
discipline or practical application. During her time at Cedarville, 
Alyn became known locally, regionally, and nationally for holding 
her faith as foundational to all aspects of living.
 On July 1, Dr. Janet Conway, senior professor of nursing, 
began her appointment as new chair of the nursing department. 
Conway came to Cedarville in 1982 and was instrumental in 
helping Dr. Alyn found the nursing department. “I look forward 
to continuing the excellence of the department of nursing,” says 
Conway. “We have a strong foundation upon which to continue 
educating nursing students to serve God through the ministry of 
nursing. I have a highly supportive faculty and am eager to help 
each faculty member develop and use their talents to educate 
students and serve our Lord.”
She has left a major mark on 
the hearts and lives of both her 
colleagues and her students.
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Feature: three DecaDes
Three Decades of Expansion in the Sciences
by Sharyn Kopf
The ’80s: Compassion in Nursing
pac-man. Leg warmers. madonna. The eighties were filled with crazes — some good; some bad; some we 
wish we could forget. But at Cedarville University, the eighties gave birth to a program that not only continues to grow, 
but that is, for many, the best example of what Christian ministry in the workplace should be.
 At the beginning of the decade, the increasing demand for a nursing program at Cedarville could no longer be 
ignored. Dr. Irene Alyn was subsequently recruited from the University of Illinois to begin implementing the program 
and became instrumental in getting reviews from the board of nursing and filing other official documents. She served  
as department chair for 25 years, just retiring this year.
 But there is so much more to getting a nursing degree at Cedarville than curriculum and courses.
 Dr. Janet Conway, chair of the department of nursing and senior professor, cooperated with Dr. Alyn in developing 
the program. From the very beginning, the two women knew that the purpose of the department had to center on 
ministry. In fact, the vision statement they developed says as much:
We are called to educate nursing students who fulfill God’s purpose for their lives in local communities and 
throughout the world. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are leaders in promoting the health of people in a 
variety of settings. We are devoted to God’s service through the ministry of nursing.
 “That’s our vision,” Dr. Conway says. “It’s who we are, why we exist, and where we’re going.”
 When you talk to people connected to the nursing degree, one word keeps coming up: compassion. That’s 
something that 1992 CU graduate and faculty member Dr. Sharon Christman feels very passionate about. “I think 
nursing is the profession that most closely imitates Christ’s ministry on earth,” she says. “He did not immediately walk 
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up to people and say ‘You need to be saved.’ He met their physical needs first. Our priority as nurses is to share love by touching 
people’s physical needs.”
 What started as a group of 30 students has transformed into a highly competitive major of more than 300 men and women, 
with close to 80 graduating in 2008. The faculty do not only integrate biblical principles into the curriculum; they also stand as 
role models for the student body. According to Dr. Conway, the professors use 2 Peter 1:3–8 to promote character development 
along with academic development.
 It is this commitment to godly instruction that brought Filip Quina from Lisbon, Portugal, to Cedarville. Filip heard about 
the school from teachers at the American-run Christian grade schools he attended — teachers who received their degrees from 
Cedarville. “The professors are excellent, caring, and dedicated,” says the 2005 graduate. “The most important thing they taught 
us was to be compassionate in our relationships with people — to care about the people we work with.”
 Without a doubt, a clear goal of the department is to help students understand nursing as a calling to follow Christ’s 
example. “People are never more vulnerable than when they are sick,” Dr. Christman says. “It is a privilege to walk in and touch 
someone’s hand as a representative of Jesus Christ.”
 This kind of focus is unique to Cedarville. While students may take the same anatomy and physiology classes at a secular 
university, what sets Cedarville apart is the emphasis on learning how to minister to people on a heart level.
 And that is timeless — in any decade.
The ’90s: Innovation In Engineering
From laptops to e-mail to the web, technology grew in the 1990s with almost unbelievable speed. By the end of the decade,  
the world was aware of how far we had come — and, as the year 2000 ticked inexorably closer, we knew what it would mean  
to lose it all. In hindsight, with Y2K safely in the past, we can look at the 1990s as a decade of tremendous innovation.
 At Cedarville University, the ’90s saw its own growth in a vital branch of science: engineering. Since its inception, the 




But an even greater incentive was the opportunity to provide  
a biblical foundation: preparing young engineers not only for  
a profession, but also for a life of ministry.
 “There’s no question that during my 25 years as president  
of Cedarville, the establishment of the bachelor of science in 
engineering program had a dramatic impact on the University,” 
recounts former Cedarville president Dr. Paul Dixon. “That 
program, along with the campus computer network, took 
Cedarville to a whole new level. We carved out a niche in 
Christian higher education that brought significant recognition 
from the evangelical community.”
 Hiring the right faculty was one of the most critical 
decisions the team had to make, according to Dr. Larry 
Zavodney, founding chair of the department. Since engineering 
began as a small program, the University needed professors 
flexible enough to teach a variety of classes, yet also able to 
specialize in upper-level courses and 
electives. “We sought faculty who were 
academic scholars, had industrial 
experience, saw the position as an 
opportunity to minister, and loved the 
students,” explains Dr. Zavodney.
 Next, the program innovators 
asked what would convince students to 
choose Cedarville. For Dr. Zavodney 
and Chuck Allport, who also played a 
significant role in the development of 
the program, the answer was simple: to 
receive accreditation from ABET, the 
Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology. “Since 
Cedarville is a Christian school, and it was not then known to 
be a technical school,” Dr. Zavodney says, “I knew we had to 
establish credibility in the minds of “the technical community, 
the parents who were paying for their children’s education, and 
the students who were choosing between Cedarville and well-
known engineering schools.” “With that in mind, they sought 
and received ABET accreditation as soon as they were eligible 
(after the first class graduated in 1994).
 Because Cedarville has always been a science-oriented 
institution, no effort was spared in providing the facilities and 
high-caliber faculty needed to make the program a success. 
Beyond the spiritual seeds they aspired to plant in young 
minds, the faculty developed a program that emphasized,  
in addition to the solid theoretical foundation found in any 
ABET-accredited program, a kinesthetic mode of learning: one 
that thrives on extensive laboratory experience and projects. 
They also focused on team building — from freshmen 
participating in cardboard canoe races to seniors completing 
award-winning capstone design projects, along with many 
collegiate engineering competitions.
 Traditionally, Christian liberal arts schools like Cedarville 
were not expected to have significant engineering programs,  
so it was necessary to quickly establish the school’s name and 
reputation throughout the professional engineering community. 
This was one reason that, from the very beginning, significant 
involvement in national competitions was a major part of  
the program.
 “They raised awareness among the technological 
community that we are a player,” Dr. Zavodney points out.  
In addition, the contests increased students’ confidence and 
“provided an outlet to use technical skills in a social context.”
 Cedarville’s engineering students jumped in with fearless 
enthusiasm, participating in competitions it seemed they had 
no business entering. Along with many other early successes, 
they placed second in design at the 
1994 Hybrid Electric Vehicle Challenge 
in Detroit and by 1995 became the only 
school in the country to place twice  
at the annual Padnos Environmental 
Design Competition.
  Their success, explains Allport, 
became something of a joke. “When  
we first went, no one had heard of us. 
They’d say, ‘And the winner is … a 
place called Cedarville.’ But very soon 
they knew and respected us.”
  That respect grew. An article  
in Car and Driver magazine featured the department’s 
performance in a Department of Energy competition in 2000. 
In addition, Cedarville engineers are three-time winners of 
Solar Splash, a world championship of intercollegiate solar 
boating held in Fayetteville, Arkansas. Cedarville has won  
the West Coast Aerodesign weight-lifting competition and  
has broken the East Coast weight-lifting record; they have 
triumphed in many robot competitions; and Cedarville  
recently placed second in the Supermileage competition, 
constructing a car with fuel mileage of 1,240 mpg. These events 
helped establish the school’s reputation and opened doors for 
Cedarville’s engineering students to not only be accepted into 
top graduate programs nationwide, but to enter the workforce 
at major organizations, from car manufacturers to NASA to 
Procter & Gamble.
 Now, with almost 20 years of success, the engineering 
department promises to continue pursuing innovative 
excellence and graduating highly competent, creative, godly 
contributors to society.
“We want to have professional 
programs that allow students 
to be a witness for christ, but 
we also want to find those 
professions that will let them 
have an impact on society.”
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The ’00s: Pharmacy on  
the Horizon
It’s not just a new century; it’s a new millennium. We’re less  
than a decade into it and already much of our world has changed. 
We’ve seen unprecedented innovation in technology. We’ve had 
the opportunity to applaud victories for morality in our courts. 
And we’ve lived through the worst act of terrorism in American 
history. So far, it’s been an unpredictable decade.
 Still, some would consider a pharmacy major to be more 
than predictable — boring, even. They would be wrong. That’s 
what Cedarville University discovered as it began the process of 
starting just such a program.
 Dr. Duane Wood, executive director for program 
development at Cedarville the last two years, was given the  
task of performing feasibility studies for a CU pharmacy degree. 
What he found was more than enough to turn the idea into  
a reality.
 For instance, as of fall 2005, there were 210,000 pharmacists 
in the United States. It is projected that by 2020, our country will 
have a shortage of 150,000 pharmacists. Written prescriptions 
have risen from two billion in 1995 to more than three billion  
in 2005, and the 89 schools that offer the pharmacy degree in the 
United States consistently fill to capacity.
 Those are the statistics. But a significant selling point for 
Cedarville was the promise that a pharmacy program would  
fit into the school’s vision. “We felt that graduates would have 
opportunities, especially in the health profession,” says Dr. Wood, 
“to make witnessing a normal part of work.”
 Dr. Andy Runyan, associate vice president for academic 
administration, takes it to the next level. “We want to have 
professional programs that allow students to be a witness for 
Christ,” he says. “But we also want to find those professions  
that will let them have an impact on society.”
 Because of the aging baby boomer population, the number of 
prescriptions continues to increase. The job itself has transformed 
over the years. Today’s pharmacists not only fill prescriptions,  
but can also have an impact on what medications are used, can 
participate in research, and may even be called to go on rounds 
with doctors. “They’re more directly involved with patients now,” 
Dr. Runyan says. “Many pharmacists say they counsel people all 
day — and can influence where things are headed.”
  Of course, that kind of influence puts pharmacists on  
the front line of many ethical issues in our society, including 
prescription drug abuse and dispensing the morning-after pill.
 “We’re planning on ethics courses within the professional 
program, and students will be required to have a Bible minor  
as part of the prepharmacy program,” says Dr. Runyan. “There 
will be a lot of discussion, and they’ll develop a Christian and 
vocational worldview accordingly.”
 
Development of the three-year prepharmacy and  
the four-year PharmD program is well underway.  
The search for a founding dean has already begun  
(www.cedarville.edu/foundingdean). Not too surprisingly,  
the main challenge facing the development staff is recruiting 
faculty who meet the spiritual and professional requirements. 
In fact, according to Dr. Wood, there is a shortage of faculty  
for pharmaceutical programs nationwide.
 “To help in planning and implementation,” he says, “we  
have established an advisory board with members of existing 
schools of pharmacy and practitioners from both community  
and hospital settings as well as pharmaceutical companies.”
 Accreditation is also a top priority for Cedarville. The 
University is pursuing accreditation for the School of Pharmacy 
by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education. In the 
meantime, interest in the program is strong. Cedarville’s 
reputation for launching successful professional programs is 
already attracting inquiries from parents and prospective students.
 Despite the unpredictability of the decade so far, pharmacy at 
Cedarville University promises to be a successful, inspirational, 
and God-honoring program — for many years to come.
Feature
Watch for detailed announcements 
about the cedarville university 
school of Pharmacy launch in 
upcoming issues of Inspire. to inquire 
about the founding dean or other 
pharmacy faculty positions, contact 
Dr. andy runyan at 937-766-3840.
Sharyn Kopf enjoys her new role as assistant director of public relations at 
Cedarville. She has worked previously as a newspaper reporter and spent more 
than seven years as an award‑winning radio writer for Focus on the Family. She 
has also written numerous articles for various publications, including Boundless 
Webzine, as well as several drama scripts, two of which were published by 
Concordia Publishing House. In addition, Sharyn is working on three novels 
and a nonfiction book. Sharyn graduated from Grace College in Winona Lake, 
Indiana, with a communications degree and now lives in Columbus, Ohio. You 
can reach her via e‑mail at skopf@cedarville.edu.
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Feature: harry ’96 anD echo tuinstra VanDerWal ’96
the great commission is one of the  
most significant passages in the Bible. It is the 
last recorded personal instruction given by Jesus  
to the Apostles, but beyond that, it is a special 
calling from Jesus to all His followers to take 
specific action while on this earth. The Great 
Commission is the starting point of action for  
all Christians.
 Dr. Harry ’96 and Echo Tuinstra VanderWal 
’96 met during their sophomore year of college  
and soon realized that they both wanted to be 
medical missionaries. Their identical life callings 
soon blossomed into love for each other. They 
also shared an overwhelming desire to serve 
Africans, both medically and spiritually.
 The two transferred to Cedarville at the 
beginning of their junior year because of CU’s 
Christian foundation and the strength of the 
science department. Several professors, including 
Dan Wetzel, Terry Phipps ’70, Larry Helmick ’63, 
Don Baumann, and Dave Warren ’64, were 
instrumental in training and encouraging  
both in their goal to be medical missionaries. 
“Words will never express the ways these men 
have affected our lives and now our ministry in 
Africa,” the two said.
 Harry and Echo are certainly making 
disciples. But while they are ministering to the 
souls of Africans, they are also meeting health 
needs. In 2004, one of Harry’s colleagues in 
Dayton, Ohio, introduced Harry and Echo to  
the small country of Swaziland (slightly smaller 
than New Jersey) in southern Africa. They first 
visited in 2004. The medical need was great, and 
the spiritual need was even greater. Not wanting 
to draw attention to the VanderWal name, but 
instead to God, Harry and Echo decided to start 
The Luke Commission (TLC), a name based  
on gospel writer Luke, the New Testament 
physician–historian.
 TLC is now busy pulling trailers loaded  
with medical supplies through the African bush. 
In 2006, Harry and Echo traveled 8,000 miles 
within Swaziland to reach those who have little 
or no health care. They gave new clothes to more 
than 4,100 needy people — many orphaned by 
AIDS. Another 2,430 new mothers were 
presented with new clothes for their babies.  
To Africa with Love
by Kara Niemotka Gibbs ’96
“this is our passion and 
calling. nothing else in 
life brings contentment 
— not happiness, but 
contentment — like being 
with africans in the bush.”
Inspire 11
Feature
In April and May 2007, TLC’s 33 mobile 
clinics treated more than 7,668 patients, 
dispensed 70,000 medicine packets, and  
fitted 3,017 people with eyeglasses.
 What few Americans realize is that 
children in Africa die of easily treatable 
conditions, such as hay fever, because they 
lack even basic medicines. Something minor 
and simple by our standards, such as a  
small cut, becomes problematic because of  
the absence of proper tools. A minor cut 
becomes infected and leads to much larger 
complications. One man’s leg was cut by a 
barbed-wire fence five years ago. Now, 
maggot-infested and severely infected, TLC 
was forced to treat the problem through 
amputation. Yet the man was overjoyed to  
be free from the pain. Dehydration, infection, 
intestinal parasites, skin disorders, and other 
maladies are common in third world 
countries. The TLC trailers are designed to be 
their nearest hospital. The Swazis are dying at a young age from 
complications related to AIDS. Swaziland has the highest HIV- 
positive rate in the world. The average life expectancy is just 32 
years, and half of the children in Swaziland are orphans.
 The VanderWals are thankful to be living out their dreams 
for doing God’s work in this little African country. God’s  
Spirit is moving across that land. Harry and Echo shared their 
ministry details with great excitement, always giving the glory 
to God. When asked what keeps them going back to Swaziland, 
they responded, “This is our passion and calling. Nothing else 
in life brings contentment — not happiness, but contentment 
— like being with Africans in the bush. No earthly experience 
can match seeing the Spirit of God move in a land devastated 
by AIDS, death, famine, poverty, and drought. When we meet 
the Swazis and treat them, they have such a sense of hope.  
They aren’t looking for tomorrow, but live for today — 
something we in the United States could learn. They aren’t 
upset when we leave. They are just glad that we came.”
 “We tell the Swazis about the love of Jesus, and that is  
the whole point of what we do,” Harry said. “We tell them that 
our medication will only help for a short while, but we pray, 
through our being here, that they can see the love of Jesus who 
can give them eternal healing.” Because the Swazis are seeking 
something beyond themselves, they are very receptive to Jesus. 
After medical treatment, TLC presents a translated version of 
the movie The Passion of the Christ. It is shown two or three 
times per day. This year, 4,017 have accepted Christ (that TLC 
is aware of) and 4,174 Bibles have been distributed.
 There are still many untouched areas in Swaziland. While 
Harry and Echo are at home in Idaho, they have a network  
of Swazis that scour the bush to find those in need. Echo 
explained, “The network gives us a site analysis and plan so that 
we can effectively find and treat the Swazis. This network also 
keeps in touch with the Swazis who have accepted Christ.” 
 The VanderWals’ prayer is that in the next couple of years,  
as their support base expands, they will spend 8 to 10 months 
each year in Africa. They have been asked to introduce their 
ministry to other countries, including Kenya, South Africa, 
Botswana, and Zimbabwe. In the face of new opportunities and 
new challenges, Harry and Echo retain the same perspective: 
“We look forward to the plans He has for us.” I
Harry VanderWal, MD, and Echo VanderWal, 
PA, serve in Africa as medical missionaries. 
Harry and Echo married 11 years ago and 
have four sons: six‑year‑old triplets, Luke, 
Jacob, and Zebadiah, and three‑year‑old son 
Zion. For more information, e‑mail Harry  
and Echo at vanderwal@lukecommission.org,  
call 208‑610‑8218/866‑351‑1254, visit  
www.lukecommission.org, or write to The Luke 
Commission, PO Box 1335, Sagle, ID 83860.
Kara Niemotka Gibbs ’96 is a writer and copy editor for Cedarville University. 
She currently resides in Cedarville, Ohio, and married Brent Gibbs ’96 on 
August 25, 2007. While residing in Chicago, Kara was a writer for her 
neighborhood newsletter and Beltone Corp. She also was a contributing writer 
for the Columbus Dispatch. Kara is a graduate of Cedarville University’s 
language and literature program. You can reach her at karagibbs@cedarville.edu.
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Feature: connie PumPelly ’73
connie pumpeLLy ’73, assistant professor of athletic training  
at the University of Indianapolis, finished her students’ practical 
instruction in the school’s athletic training classroom and started 
putting things in her bag. It had been a good two hours of teaching 
the students how to deal with knee injuries. Now it was time to get 
back to the office to prepare for tomorrow’s lecture. She made her way 
toward the door, answering last-minute questions from her students 
about the upcoming exam. But there was more on her mind that day.
 During class, Karina Earnest, a sophomore athletic training major 
who Connie knew was a Christian, had spoken up in bold witness to 
the other students — as she had done on numerous other occasions. 
Connie appreciated Karina’s active faith and made a mental note to  
say something about it the next time she saw her. Connie wouldn’t 
have to wait long; providentially, Karina was in the hallway right 
outside of the athletic training room.
 Smiling, Connie walked up to her. “Hey, Karina, I just want to let 
you know how much I appreciate your good Christian witness among 
all the students in the classroom and the athletic training room,” she 
said. “You’re a great encouragement to me — keep up the good work!”
 Connie’s comment proved to be timely, as Karina was struggling 
with some relationships and with the general direction of her life. 
“That meant so much to know that she could see a difference between 
my life and those of my classmates,” said Karina, who at the time  
was questioning whether to even continue in the athletic training 
program. “Because of Connie’s encouragement, I haven’t doubted  
being in the program since.”
 Looking back on that opportunity to encourage a student, Connie 
remarked, “That is what is exciting about being a Christian — so 
many great, unexpected things happen in your life every day!”
 Connie’s career as an athletic trainer and educator got its start  
at Cedarville University in a care and conditioning class taught by 
Elvin King ’64. Her career has since spanned more than 30 years, 
including an advanced degree; several athletic training, education, and 
coaching jobs; and numerous athletic training certifications, activities, 
and presentations. “Athletic training wasn’t even a major at the time,” 
said Connie, “but the class sparked my interest, and I made it a goal  
to become an educator.” Connie graduated from Cedarville in 1973 
with a bachelor of arts in physical education and health.
 According to Connie, her time as a Cedarville student provided a 
solid foundation and significant growth. “The academic and spiritual 
sides of life are intertwined,” she said. “And that was certainly true at 
Cedarville while I was a student.”
 “Everyone in Cedarville’s physical education department had  
a positive spiritual impact on me,” said Connie, “but probably the 
greatest influence came from Maryalice Jeremiah [’65] and June 
Kearney, who were both teachers and coaches. I saw their strong 
Christian lives, and they were consistent in mentoring us as students. 
Their doors were always open.”
In the Training Room
by Mark Kakkuri ’93
Watching the athletic 
training profession grow 
and develop has been a 
great joy to connie. it is a 
field that fills a unique niche 
in the area of medical care.
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 Daily team devotions were a way of life, recalls Connie.  
“I remember Maryalice talking to us girls in the locker room 
before playing an opponent. It was little, tiny Cedarville against 
some huge school. She would say, ‘We’re the little giants and God 
has brought us here.’ ”
 Most of all, Connie says, Maryalice Jeremiah and June 
Kearney “helped me understand and believe that, as a single 
Christian female, God would use me for His purposes.”
 Following graduation from Cedarville in 1973, Connie took  
a position as a physical education specialist and coach at the  
E.S. Weiant Starlight School for Mentally Retarded and Multi-
Handicapped Individuals in Newark, Ohio. From there she took  
a position at Newark High School, her alma mater, teaching 
physical education classes and serving as head coach of the girls’ 
volleyball and track and field teams and assistant coach of the 
girls’ basketball team.
 She began working on a master’s degree in physical education 
with a specialization in athletic training at Indiana University, 
completing the requirements in 1981. Then the opportunity came 
along to work at Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia, as an 
assistant athletic trainer. Connie took the position at Liberty and 
served there for 11 years, eventually achieving the positions of 
director of sports medicine, head athletic trainer, and assistant 
professor of physical education. She left Liberty and headed to 
the University of Indianapolis in 1995.
 Now, as assistant professor of athletic training, director of the 
athletic training education program, and chair of the department 
of athletic training at the University of Indianapolis, Connie 
fondly looks back on how God unfolded her career as a Christian 
athletic trainer, coach, educator, and leader.
 Her years of service in the athletic training field have shaped 
her philosophy of academic counseling. “Athletic training is a 
calling,” she said. “It’s who I am and what I am called to be. And  
I tell that to every prospective athletic training student I meet.”
 In addition to the academic and leadership positions she’s 
held in her field, Connie has enjoyed participating in numerous 
athletic training activities and events. These include serving as 
athletic trainer for the Division II swimming and diving national 
championships, the World Police and Fire Games, and the World 
Gymnastics Championships. Her favorite event, however, was 
serving as athletic trainer at the 1996 Summer Olympic Games  
in Atlanta, where she and her team provided sports medicine 
services for athletes in track and field.
 Watching the athletic training profession grow and develop 
has been a great joy to Connie. It is a field that fills a unique 
niche in the area of medical care. “This is far more than being  
a personal trainer; athletic trainers provide a valuable medical 
service to the athlete,” she said. They treat all kinds of injuries 
related to athletics, including caring for injuries to any joint in 
the human body.
 The work of athletic trainers is similar in some regards to 
that of physical therapists, but there are some key differences, 
explains Connie. One of the biggest differences is that athletic 
trainers are specially trained to evaluate and treat an injury 
on-site, usually just a few seconds or minutes after it happens. 
Physical therapists may not see the injured person until two to 
three days after the injury occurs.
 So where does the drive to be an athletic trainer come from? 
“Many athletic trainers say that their love for this field is just  
a part of them,” said Connie. “And it’s true. But the way to  
find and develop this and grow in the ability to serve others 
effectively is to get involved as much as possible. Join an athletic 
training organization at the state level and at the collegiate level. 
Get active! Now is the time to start making an impact!”
 Connie is thankful for God’s hand in her life, whether  
she’s providing instruction in the athletic training room or 
encouragement to a student in the hallway. “I’m always looking 
for an opportunity to exemplify Christ.”
Connie Pumpelly serves the University of Indianapolis 
as athletic training department chair, director of  
the athletic training education program, and assistant 
professor of athletic training. She has worked at UIndy 
since 1995 and graduated from Cedarville University  
in 1973. Both UIndy and Cedarville offer athletic 
training programs accredited by the Commission on 
Accreditation of Athletic Training Education. You can 
reach Connie at 317‑831‑9781 or cpumpelly@uindy.edu.
Mark Kakkuri ’93 is a freelance writer who currently resides in Oxford, 
Michigan, with his wife, Jocelyn Scharfe Kakkuri ’95 and their four children, 
Harrison, Jack, Grace, and Kate. Mark’s works have been published in Focus on 
the Family’s Breakaway, Sports Spectrum, The Wall Street Journal Classroom 
Edition, and more. He is also the editor of The Fear of God: A Forgotten 
Doctrine (Ventura, California: Nordskog Publishing, 2007). Mark is a graduate 
of Cedarville University’s communication arts program and served as a writer  
on the Cedarville public relations team from 1993 to 1996. You can reach him  
via e‑mail at mark@soundwriting.org.
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Feature: Joel eaby ’98
in his gospeL, Matthew describes great crowds  
who came to Jesus, bringing their sick and laying them  
at His feet to be healed (Matthew 15:30). It’s just one  
of many instances in Scripture of Jesus meeting people’s 
physical needs as an opportunity to address their more 
desperate spiritual needs. Thousands of years later, 
followers of Christ in the health-care field are still 
following His perfect example. Dr. Joel Eaby ’98, 
president and owner of Functional Therapy Specialists  
in Atlanta, is one of them.
 The Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, native came to 
Cedarville to study athletic training, and through the 
influence of department chair Dr. Evan Hellwig ’84, he 
became interested in the closely related field of physical 
therapy. “I was impressed with Dr. Hellwig’s level of 
knowledge,” Joel recalls. “He sparked my interest in 
pursuing a more professional career path beyond my 
time at Cedarville.” That career path eventually led Joel 
to a life’s work dedicated to helping autistic children  
and their families.
 Autism is the fastest-growing developmental 
disability in the United States, with an estimated 1 in 150 
children in the country suffering from one or more of the 
autism spectrum disorders (ASDs). Autism is the result  
of a neurological problem affecting brain development  
in the areas of communication and social interaction. It is 
often characterized by unusual, repetitive, and severely 
limited interests and activities. According to the Autism 
Society of America, autism has become a national health 
crisis, costing the United States more than $35 billion a 
year and affecting millions of lives.
 Joel is now on the front lines of the battle against  
autism, working with pediatric patients to overcome the  
limits the disability places on their lives. After graduating  
from Cedarville, Joel worked for one year as an athletic  
trainer before pursuing graduate studies in physical therapy.  
In 2003, he earned a doctoral degree in physical therapy 
through the prestigious program at Slippery Rock University  
in Pennsylvania. After working in an outpatient physical 
therapy clinic in the Chicago area, Joel relocated to Atlanta  
to start his own pediatric/early intervention physical  
therapy practice.
 Unlike many traditional physical therapists, Joel provides 
his services to patients in their homes. On a typical day, he  
sees about five to seven children, all with varying degrees  
of disability, some caused by forms of autism. Morning 
appointments are usually reserved for treating babies and 
children under age three, since they are not yet in school.  
“The babies have a variety of diagnoses that all result in 
developmental delay,” Joel explains. “I am teaching them how  
to sit up, crawl, and walk for the first time — usually months 
after typical children their age have already learned these  
things on their own.”
 Afternoon appointments find Joel working with autistic 
children after they return home from school. These children 
are affected by a wide range of physical and neurological 
disorders that can make simple, age-appropriate play activities 
very difficult to learn. Joel teaches the children a variety of 
functional activities they have trouble learning on their own — 
from riding bikes or scooters to swimming, kicking, catching, 
and throwing. He also works with his patients on skills for 
sports such as baseball, basketball, and soccer.
Therapy for Body, Mind, and Soul
by Sarah Bartlett Borich ’02
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 Learning these new activities 
can provide desperately needed 
social outlets for autistic children, 
giving them the self-esteem  
it takes to break their normal 
patterns of isolation and engage 
their peers socially. However, the 
physical therapy the children receive often results in more than 
just mental development. “Children with autism display a 
deficiency in social interactions that often results in a physically 
sedentary lifestyle,” Joel points out. “Learning these activities 
really helps the children’s overall health, as they now have 
reasons to go outside and be active rather than staying inside 
playing video games or watching TV, which children with 
autism generally find very appealing.”
 Home therapy is advantageous for both Joel and his 
patients. Children with autism need familiarity and routine; 
therefore, they benefit greatly from receiving physical therapy 
in their own natural settings. “I can teach them how to go  
up and down their own stairs and how to ride bikes in their 
own neighborhoods. They’re learning to do things in the  
places where they live,” he explains. Home care also provides a 
convenient alternative to outpatient care. Like most families, 
families with autistic children have busy schedules. Receiving 
physical therapy at home means one less doctor’s appointment 
to drive to. “Many of my patients have diagnoses that require 
more than just physical therapy,” says Joel. “Many of them also 
see occupational therapists, speech therapists, or ABA (applied 
behavioral analysis) therapists. Often, children who are treated 
by an entourage of therapists receive home care from all of  
their therapists to make it more convenient for them and their 
families.” For Joel, the main benefit of providing home therapy 
is low overhead — he doesn’t need to rent space for seeing 
patients and needs to pay only for the gas it takes to drive to 
appointments throughout the day.
 Joel has found his career rewarding in many ways. The 
most satisfying moments have come when families tell him that 
their entire family dynamic has changed because of the therapy 
their child with autism has received. Many times the families 
have been limited in their activities because their autistic child 
did not want to or know how to participate. “One particular 
family loved to ride bikes on trails near their house,” Joel 
recalls. “But no matter how hard they tried, they were just not 
able to get their nine-year-old son to learn to ride on his own. 
This really limited their family time because they did not want 
to leave their son behind while everyone else went biking. I 
worked with the boy for several months until he finally learned 
to ride and was able to go with his family on bike rides at home 
and on vacation.”
 Besides the joy of seeing his young patients develop and 
grow, providing physical therapy in homes affected by autism 
gives Joel many opportunities to show the love of Christ. His 
daily schedule allows him to interact with families from many 
different cultural, social, and religious backgrounds. “I get to 
know the families very well because I treat the children on a 
weekly basis, often for long stretches at a time, like months  
or even years,” Joel relates. “It’s during those times that I learn 
about the family’s faith and their daily struggles. I’m often  
given the chance to share how I view life and daily struggles 
through the lens of my faith in Christ.” Joel says that some  
of the families are quite shocked when they learn that his  
values and beliefs do not match those of the surrounding 
American culture.
 “Physical therapy is known as the ‘healing profession,’ ” Joel 
continues, explaining how Jesus’ example is his guide as a 
Christian health-care provider in a lost and searching society. 
“As Christians we are called to a ministry of reconciliation — to 
bring the good news of peace to a dying world. What energizes 
me most is being able to do a restorative work by helping my 
patients gain or regain physical ability while sharing how the 
gospel is relevant to daily life — so their lives may also be 
restored through the knowledge of Christ.”
 Joel credits his time at Cedarville for helping him to 
prepare for the work he now enjoys. “Cedarville provided  
me with a great educational foundation that helped me as I 
pursued grad school,” he says. “It also helped me to mature 
spiritually, which enables me to interact closely with  
the fallen world with confidence and hope.”
“What energizes me most is being able to do a restorative 
work by helping my patients gain or regain physical ability while 
sharing how the gospel is relevant to daily life — so their lives 
may also be restored through the knowledge of christ.”
I
Currently, Joel is praying and considering 
different ways he can expand his business to meet 
the enormous needs of the autism community. 
He and his wife, Jennifer Reilly Eaby ’97, reside 
in Dacula, Georgia. They have a two‑year‑old 
daughter, Elisabeth, and are expecting their 
second child in February 2008. The Eabys attend 
Perimeter Church in Duluth, Georgia, where  
Joel is involved in the men’s discipleship ministry. 
You can reach joel at joeleaby@yahoo.com.
Sarah Bartlett Borich ’02 is a freelance writer and editor who currently resides 
in Columbus, Ohio, with her husband, Ben Borich ’03. She can be reached via 
e‑mail at sarahborich@gmail.com.
16 Fall 2007
Feature: stePhanie carlton ’02
From the Labor and delivery floor to 
the Senate floor, Stephanie Carlton ’02 is 
following her dream of combining health 
care with a career in politics. Stephanie, a 
nursing major while at Cedarville, feels  
that God has opened a perfect door for her 
to use her love of nursing, her abilities in 
writing, and her passion for politics in a 
gatekeeping career in Washington, DC.
 While her desire to help people led  
her to major in nursing at Cedarville, 
Stephanie’s interest in politics drove her to 
complete an internship between her junior 
and senior years in Washington, DC, with 
Representative J.C. Watts. That summer the 
debate over federal funding for embryonic 
stem cell research reemerged. Working for 
Rep. Watts, Stephanie found herself in  
the middle of the debate and was able  
to use her writing skills to write Watts’ 
opinion on the issue. God used this 
experience to give Stephanie a bigger 
vision: one in which she could influence 
public policy in the area of health-care 
issues. Her dream became finding a job 
that would combine her nursing degree with writing and politics. God opened that door 
just a couple of years after graduation.
 Following her graduation from Cedarville, Stephanie completed a fellowship in labor 
and delivery nursing at Georgetown University Hospital, then worked as a staff nurse  
at the hospital for three years. When an opportunity opened, she began to serve as a 
graduate intern to Sen. Judd Gregg, who was at the time chairman of the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee. The internship period was a busy time for 
Stephanie, because in order to pay the bills, she was still working full-time as a nurse at 
Georgetown. She recalls the busiest point of that period: “I awoke one Sunday and went to 
church, then took a short afternoon nap before pulling my 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. shift at the 
hospital. After my shift, I gulped down two cups of coffee and raced to the Senate to work 
all day Monday before leading a children’s Bible study that Monday night!”
 Her busy schedule paid off, however, as this internship opened the door for Stephanie 
to become a legislative correspondent for Sen. Jim Inhofe for nearly two years. Currently, 
Stephanie works as legislative assistant to Sen. Tom Coburn, MD, on health-care issues. 
Coburn is one of only two physicians in the Senate and is a member of the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee. As legislative assistant, Stephanie is Coburn’s 
“point person” on all health-care issues.
 In this role, Stephanie has had the opportunity to put her passion for health issues  
to work right away. Her first assignment was to write a bill to overhaul the health-care 
system! While a seemingly daunting first assignment, Stephanie dove right in, working 
with various free-market think tanks, including the Heritage Foundation, and professors 
from academic institutions, such as Regina Herzlinger from Harvard University. She also 
read dozens of books on health care. The goal was to present a conservative vision for 
A Compassionate Calling, An Influential Voice
by Cheryl Warren Brugel ’90
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health care where none existed. Senator Coburn introduced  
the bill in the Senate in March. The bill was featured in the  
Wall Street Journal upon introduction and continues to be 
debated as the free-market vision on how to provide universal 
health-care access.
 At times, Stephanie cannot help but ask, “What am I doing 
here?” Washington and the very secular political arena seem very 
different from what she initially set out to do when she chose 
nursing as a major. Yet God is using her in this exciting field as 
she works alongside Senator Coburn to monitor health-related 
legislation, review and analyze proposed bills, and recommend a 
“yes” or “no” vote on pending legislation. Because of her position, 
she finds there are many ways to be a witness for Christ. 
Stephanie sees herself as “an inside missionary” and asks herself, 
“Am I doing all I can to glorify the Lord?” As a Capitol Hill 
insider, she has earned respect professionally, which has created 
opportunities to witness. She has been able to invite staffers to 
her church and informally talk to those in her office about Christ. 
In her current position, with several staffers under her, she sees 
herself as both a professional mentor and a spiritual mentor. 
Recently she and another staffer began doing brunch together  
to discuss spiritual topics. Opportunities like these open many 
doors to share her faith in Christ.
 Stephanie’s job also includes giving speeches about health-
related issues to various groups on behalf of Senator Coburn,  
as well as drafting speeches and articles for him to present.  
Each represents an amazing opportunity to be a light, and 
Stephanie continues to see God’s graciousness every time she  
gives a speech. She shares, “I used to be scared of giving speeches 
— my speech professor at Cedarville, Margaret Wheeler [’64], 
probably remembers — yet recently I gave a speech to more  
than 200 orthopedic surgeons!”
 While Stephanie loves the many opportunities she is given to 
affect public policy in health care, she readily admits that her job 
comes with challenges. A major one is the lack of believers in the 
political arena. Her desire is to be a witness as she communicates 
with many people who disagree with her on policy. She shares, 
“Politics can be a rough field because, as most of America knows, 
it’s filled with corruption! Additionally, it’s a challenge to 
communicate concepts that I believe as a Christian in ways that 
non-Christians can grasp.” Her goal is to love the people she 
works with, even through policy disagreements, while shining  
as a light to those around her.
 While most of what Stephanie does in Washington revolves 
around her work with Senator Coburn, she has also enjoyed 
having a role in the annual National Prayer Breakfast, an event 
widely attended by American and world leaders as well as the 
President. Initially, she worked as an usher for the event but  
then became a team leader. This past year she helped plan for  
the breakfast, a three- to four-month commitment. She shares, 
“Being involved with the breakfast has allowed me to meet  
other staffers in Washington. As we meet and interact, more 
opportunities are created to share Christ.”
 Although Washington is a long way from Cedarville, Stephanie 
has not forgotten her roots. She looks back on her time at CU as 
preparation for what she is doing now. She shares that Cedarville 
“challenged her to look at life with a bigger vision than just a nine-
to-five job with a regular paycheck.” She is thankful that people at 
Cedarville challenged her to ask, “How can I use my talents and 
interests to influence God’s kingdom?” Her time at CU also taught 
her to think critically and filter everything through God’s Word, an 
invaluable lesson in the world of politics. And as a nursing major, 
she learned to take initiative in tasks large and small.
 Now that she’s in Washington, Stephanie loves to use her 
influence to help other Cedarville graduates find jobs in politics. 
She shares, “When you get to know others on Capitol Hill, they 
trust your recommendations for job candidates. It’s neat to be able 
to recommend Cedarville grads who have the same vision about 
life and how to impact the world for Christ.” Working with Lew 
Gibbs, director of career services at CU, Stephanie has been able 
to facilitate relationships between Cedarville students and leaders 
in Washington. She also has been a great resource for students and 
graduates as they prepare to take careers in Washington.
 Stephanie feels strongly that God created this career 
opportunity for her, blending her love of health care with her 
passion for politics. Recognizing the need for biblical thinking in 
public policy, she challenges believers to get involved in politics 
and to study hard to be able to credibly defend what they believe. 
That way, all believers can shape our culture for Christ.
Feature
God used this experience to give stephanie a bigger vision: one in which  
she could influence public policy in the area of health-care issues. 
As Sen. Tom Coburn’s legislative assistant  
for health care, Stephanie conducts policy 
development, speechwriting, and legislative 
analysis. She serves in various capacities  
at the Church of the Resurrection in 
Washington, DC. Stephanie hopes that 
becoming a wife and then a mom will be her 
next career move. Stephanie can be contacted 
by e‑mailing stephanie_carlton@coburn.
senate.gov or by calling 202‑306‑0548.
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Cheryl Warren Brugel ’90 is a freelance writer who currently resides in  
Grand Rapids, Michigan, with her husband, Steve, and their children, Matthew  
and Lia. They are expecting their third child in October. Cheryl graduated from 
Cedarville University with a bachelor’s degree in business education and went 
on to earn her English degree at Grand Valley State University in Allendale, 
Michigan. Cheryl can be reached via e‑mail at cbrugel@cedarville.edu.
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Feature: bible DePartment
Introducing the School of Biblical and  
Theological Studies
On July 24, 2007, Cedarville University announced that as part of an Academic Division restructuring, the Department of  
Biblical Education would become the School of Biblical and Theological Studies.
 Dr. Tom Hutchison ’80, professor of Christian education, was appointed interim dean of the school. In September,  




 This new organizational model will be assessed and, if needed, revised at the end of the academic year. The permanent 
structure will be in place when the faculty move into their new home in the Center for Biblical and Theological Studies  
next summer. The school is pleased to introduce its five new faculty:
Carl Smith, Professor of Bible
PhD in History, Miami University (Ohio)
MA in History, Miami University (Ohio)
MDiv in New Testament Studies, Temple Baptist Theological Seminary
BA in Biblical Studies, Tennessee Temple University
Carl comes to Cedarville from Palm Beach Atlantic University (PBAU), where he most recently served as both associate 
professor of history and religion and as director of evening ministry programs. In his nine years there, Carl supported the 
university through a variety of teaching, administration, advising, and committee roles and was awarded a faculty research 
grant and an Aspiring Scholar Award.
 Prior to his ministry at PBAU, Carl served for nine years as the pastor of Fairhaven Community Church in Camden, 
Ohio. He was an active pastoral advisor for a counseling service as well as for domestic violence task force in the area.
 An eager student of early Christian history, Gnostic studies, and second-century literature, Carl sat under the tutelage  
of history scholar Dr. Edwin Yamauchi at Miami University. Carl’s interest in Gnostic studies led him to write No Longer 
Jews: The Search for Gnostic Origins, which was published in 2004. At Cedarville, Carl will teach Christian Life and 
Thought, Christian Worldview Integration, and Theological Foundations for Ministry.
 Carl and his wife, Debby, have five children (Jeremy, Erin, Peter, Jordan, and Jenny) and one granddaughter, Regan. 
Carl enjoys tennis and fishing (particularly if the fishing involves trout).
Shawn Graves ’00, Assistant Professor of Philosophy
PhD (in progress) in Philosophy, University of Rochester
MA in Philosophy, University of Rochester
MA in Philosophy, Ohio University
BA in Philosophy & English, Cedarville University
Shawn comes back to his alma mater following graduate studies and teaching opportunities at Ohio University, the 
University of Rochester, and, most recently, Roberts Wesleyan College. He is nearly finished with his PhD in philosophy  
from the University of Rochester, where he is working on a dissertation in epistemology. Shawn also has strong research 
interests in ethics and the philosophy of religion. His passion is to see people develop a deeper intimacy with Jesus by 
thinking hard and clearly about who God is, how He interacts with the world, and how He would have us live in this  
world. This fall Shawn will be teaching three philosophy courses: Logic, Ethics, and Epistemology.
 Shawn and his wife of seven years, Marlena Proper Graves ’01, have been active in ministry since their 
undergraduate days at Cedarville. They have taught adult Sunday school classes, directed VBS programs, participated in 
drama ministry, and served on pastoral search teams. Most recently, they served on staff as full-time directors of youth  
and young adult ministries at their church in Rochester, which they considered a deeply rewarding and meaningful ministry.  
 Shawn and Marlena celebrated the birth of their first child, Iliana Milena, on May 8, 2007. They praise God for this 
healthy, beautiful little girl, and plan to take lots of walks with her around Cedarville and the surrounding area.
Inspire 19
Aaron James, Assistant Professor of Theology
PhD (in progress) in Theology, University of Dayton
MA in Philosophy, University of Oklahoma
MA in Theology, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
BA in Religion, Oklahoma Baptist University
Aaron is originally from Oklahoma, but he has lived in Dayton for the past four years while working on his PhD at  
the University of Dayton. In the fall, Aaron will be teaching two sections of Christian Life and Thought and one section  
of Christian Worldview Integration. He will also be teaching History of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy.
 Aaron is particularly interested in studying how contemporary Christians are discipled into the habits of consumer 
culture (usually without realizing it, he says) and how church practices like spiritual disciplines, ordinances, worship 
services, etc., can provide counter-discipleship. Another one of Aaron’s passions is seeking ways for evangelicals to do a 
better job of integrating social engagement (issues of peace, poverty, race, environment, etc.) into our discipleship, not 
merely as supplements to spiritual issues, but as significant expressions of what it means to be faithful followers of Jesus.
 Before coming to Cedarville, Aaron served for four years as a music minister at two churches in Oklahoma. He 
currently teaches an adult Sunday school class at Far Hills Community Church in Dayton.
 Aaron and his wife, Jessica, have been married for five years. Aaron enjoys photography, hiking, and camping,  
and plays the piano and the guitar.
Ryan Peterson, Assistant Professor of Theology
PhD (in progress) in Systematic Theology, Wheaton College
MTh in History, University of Edinburgh (Scotland)
MA in Christian Apologetics, Biola University
BA in Bible/Theology, Moody Bible Institute
Ryan will be teaching Christian Life and Thought and Christian Worldview Integration in his first year at Cedarville. He is 
primarily interested in theology and how it relates to philosophy and culture, and he is specifically drawn to the theology  
of creation, theology of revelation, Christology, and apologetics.
 From 2001 to 2003 Ryan put his interest in apologetics to work, serving as a staff apologist and regular radio 
panelist for Apologetics.com radio. He also designed an apologetics conference for churches and had the privilege of  
serving as the conference speaker.
 Investing in the lives of young people will not be a new endeavor for Ryan. He has served as a teacher and leader  
in several youth ministries as well as at a Christian school. Most recently, he and his wife, Christy, were Bible study leaders 
at Student Body, a high school ministry of Wheaton Bible Church in Illinois. He has also taught graduate courses in 
historical theology at Wheaton College.
 While Ryan is from the Chicago area, Christy grew up in Nigeria, and the couple has also lived in California and 
Scotland. They come to Cedarville from Wheaton, Illinois, with their infant daughter, Mercy.
Dr. Preston Sprinkle, Assistant Professor of Bible
PhD in New Testament, University of Aberdeen (Scotland)
MDiv, The Master’s Seminary
BA in Biblical Studies, The Master’s College
Preston will be teaching Old Testament Literature and Christian Life and Thought in his first year at Cedarville. The classes 
tie in nicely with his primary research interests in early Judaism and Pauline theology. Preston also enjoys research on 
literary approaches to the gospels, OT narrative literature, and the book of Ezekiel.
 Preston has ministered through preaching and teaching in his home state, California, and in various countries including 
Russia, Scotland, and the Samoan Islands. He has taught New Testament courses at Nottingham University in England,  
and for the past three years, he lived in Aberdeen, Scotland, where he completed his doctoral work.
 Preston has had several articles published in scholarly journals and other edited volumes. He is currently editing a  
book on the interpretation of the Greek phrase pistis Christou for Paternoster Press.
 Preston and his wife, Christine, now live in Springfield, Ohio, with their three daughters, Kaylea (4), Aubrey (2),  
and Josie (four months). The family enjoys hiking, camping, and fishing. Summertime outdoor activities are a particular 










Bowe ’96 and Kimberly Bandy Hoy ’97 celebrated their 10-year anniversary in Maui, where they 
paused for this amazing photo at the 10,023-foot summit of Haleakala.
Most Famous
It’s not every day you happen to run into a famous CU alum while touring Israel in your 
Cedarville Jackets T-shirt! But that’s what happened to Erin O’Keefe ’07 when, while standing in 
awe at the top of Masada in Jerusalem, she “bumped” into Dr. David Jeremiah ’63.
Most Unusual Location
While traveling through many Asian countries on business, Chad Davis ’92 went to the top of 
Taipei 101 in Taipei, Taiwan. Boasting 101 floors and standing 1,671 feet tall, Taipei 101 was 
the tallest skyscraper in the world until July 2007.
Most Creative
Talk about wanting to win a contest! YuYan, wife of David Moore ’03, took this photo while  




After living for four months in Guatemala fostering their twin girls 
(Adelina and Gabriella), Emily and Matt Knudsen ’05 had this picture 
taken by the Arch of Santa Catalina in Antigua, Guatemala, before 
traveling home to the U.S.
Best Participation
Five CU shirts were enough to win “best participation” this year for the Kirby 
family when they visited Cold Mountain, North Carolina. In the back row are 
Mark ’80, Marie ’09, and Colleen ’03, and in the front are Laura (summer 
studies ’07) and Linda ’80.
Honorable Mention
Okay, so he didn’t have a Cedarville shirt on. 
Improvisation paid off for Andy Malone ’98 when he 
did the best he could in order to get his picture taken 
in front of the “Paul Dixon Hair Dressing Saloon” in 
Islamabad, Pakistan. Andy and his wife, Tricia Rice 
Malone ’98, checked to see if the hair salon was 
named for our Paul Dixon, but, alas, it was not.
Most Adventurous
Whether the adventure came from actually getting to the top of Table Mountain in Cape Town, 
South Africa, or from standing that close to the edge, Courtney O’Connell ’05 (left) and  
Laura Mruk ’05 win “most adventurous.”
Honorable Mention
Kristy Young ’99 was visiting Kashgar, Xinjiang in 
western China near the border of Kazakstan when  
she was embraced by these Chinese Muslim minority 
group children. Kristy lives in Beijing, China, where  
she teaches at the New Oriental School.
to view all of the photo submissions this year, visit 
www.cedarville.edu/inspire. Also, begin planning for 
your entry for next year’s contest! See the many 




June 15 — south central Pennsylvania chapter Event
Alumni, students, and families enjoyed the music ministry of CU’s HeartSong in 
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania. With more than 75 in attendance, there were many 
opportunities for interaction with new and old friends.
July 17 — abWE in harrisburg, Pennsylvania
The annual ABWE conference is a perfect location to connect with alumni missionaries.  
More than 75 alumni and their families attending the conference got together for dessert 
and heard an update on what’s happening at CU.
august 4 — Philadelphia chapter Event
One final day at the shore before heading back to school was the perfect end to summer for 
these Philly-area alumni. Trustee Al Stevens and his wife, Joanna, opened their home in Long 
Beach Island, New Jersey, and plenty of alumni and student families enjoyed the party.
august 14 — indianapolis chapter Event
Another great event in Indy! The picnic was filled with fun as the CU Bee and a local clown 
were in attendance. Alumni and their families enjoyed a cornhole tournament, fellowship 
with the student alumni group (DAE), and, of course, a large dessert table.
July 8 — chicago chapter Event
The Master’s Puppets ministered in local churches and were joined by a small group of CU 
alumni for a time of fellowship. The work of the Chicago chapter leadership team is greatly 
appreciated, but we need more help. E-mail mmccune@cedarville.edu if you’d like to volunteer.
July 28 — colorado chapter Event
Alumni came from all over the state to Highlands Ranch, Colorado in order to see one 
another and welcome new students to the Cedarville family. This is quickly becoming an 
annual tradition for the Colorado chapter!
august 11 — columbus chapter Event
Playing outside may have been the highlight of this event for most of the kids, but meeting 
new people and reconnecting with others (in the air-conditioned shelter!) was what the 
adults enjoyed. Games, prizes, the CU Bee, and balloon animals rounded out the fun.
august 18 — Maine chapter Event
Although it was a chilly day for swimming in Sebago Lake, that didn’t put a damper on the 
enthusiasm of the Maine chapter alumni who showed up for a cookout. Sharing CU stories 
and gathering around the grill to keep warm brought these alums even closer.
Inspire 23
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Upcoming Alumni and Campus Events
Cedarville University alumni Jason Briggs ’07 and Derek Stambaugh ’07 took off this 
summer on the cross-country bike ride of their life as they rode from the Pacific to  
the Atlantic Ocean. Their trip, called Vision on Wheels, raised support and awareness 
for the impoverished village of Fisheni in Zambia, Africa, which has been ravaged by 
AIDS. Cedarville University and its Women of Vision chapter have co-adopted this 
village and have pledged to help Fisheni in the areas of health, literacy, and water over 
the next 10 years.
  Jason and Derek were nearing the end of their nearly 4,000-mile trip as they came 
to Elverson, Pennsylvania. The South Central Pennsylvania Chapter (led by Curtis ’83 
and Carol Stoltzfus Hoke ’82) decided to get on board and welcome Jason and Derek  
as they rode through their area. On July 2, a group of about 20 alumni and other  
guests greeted Jason and Derek and listened as they shared their stories from the road. 
The group blessed them with sandwiches, snacks, and donations, and gathered around 
them to pray.
  Jason and Derek raised nearly $7,500 for Fisheni through their trip. For more 
information about Vision on Wheels, visit www.cedarville.edu/VisionOnWheels.
Chapter Focus
October 30









Grand Rapids Chapter Event with Dr. Bill Brown
Grand Rapids, Michigan
November 29
Miami Valley Chapter Event
Springboro, Ohio
January 11, 2008
Cleveland Chapter Event with Dr. Bill Brown
Cleveland, Ohio
February 2, 2008
Raleigh Chapter Event with Dr. Bill Brown
Raleigh, North Carolina
February 9, 2008
Orlando Chapter Event with Dr. Bill Brown
Lakeland, Florida
March 8, 2008
Regional Event with Dr. Bill Brown
Des Moines, Iowa
March 10, 2008
Nashville Chapter Event — National Religious Broadcasters   
 Convention Alumni Dessert Reception
Nashville, Tennessee























Jeannie lockerbie stephenson ’61 and her husband, Wally, have spent time 
this year ministering in Bangladesh, Nepal, India, Ontario, and Washington. 
They count it a privilege to train and teach students about the Lord.
dennis bellew ’65 and his wife, Frances, are the USA northeast 
representatives for Baptist International Missions. They have enjoyed 
serving different churches and colleges this year. In March 2007, Dennis 
traveled to Grace Bible College in India with a group of other men who 
preached to about 3,000 conference attendees. They felt blessed to be  
a part of an ordination service and a commencement of 272 students.
Jan van horn reiner ’66 praises the Lord for the new pastor in Malta and 
prays that his family will make the adjustment to living in the northeast 
part of Brazil. Jan is blessed that she can work alongside her son, Jeff,  
as he pastors and ministers in Jacuma.
gary holtz ’67 and his wife, Betty, have seen unprecedented opportunities 
for Campus Bible Fellowship missionaries to reach out with a message  
of comfort and hope and share the good news about Christ due to the 
numerous recent deaths of college-aged kids. These deaths have served  
as a reality check for college students across America as they have  
suddenly been reminded of their own mortality.
grace trimble Kintner ’67 and her husband, Dave, spent several months  
last fall in Santarem, Brazil, ministering in various ways. They led Bible 
studies, held Bible clubs for the children, went on visitation, helped out at 
parades, and served in numerous other roles as needed. It was such a joy 
for them to minister to the people in these ways.
Joe hollaway ’68 continues to hold Bible studies at Wright State University 
and Sinclair Community College with Campus Bible Fellowship. Because 
college students wrestle with the issue of faith, Joe purposes in his heart  
to show them, by his actions, that he trusts God implicitly. Pray that his 
actions will tell the message as clearly as his words.
Miriam (Mary ann) sleichter nadler ’68 has been involved with Jewish 
ministry in New York City for 34 years. Last year she published a book on 
women’s discipleship that is mainly being used by Messianic congregations, 
but other church groups also find it helpful. By God’s grace this book is  
now available in Russian. She and her husband were recently in Berlin, 
Germany, where a number of Russian Jewish women were thrilled to have 
this study book to help them grow in their faith. Her biography can be 
found on her website, www.wordofmessiah.org.
1970s
sue farley ’71 gives praise for how the congregation of a new church in 
Hong Kong is interacting, even though there are many cultures represented. 
Sue spent most of the summer in the States visiting supporters in the east, 
midwest, and southwest.
rod robison ’75 and Joel hime ’02 are collaborating on a daily radio 
feature called Radical Stewardship. The feature, designed to help listeners 
think more biblically about leveraging their time, talents, and treasure  
for God’s kingdom, will air across the country over the Family Life Radio 
Network. Joel is the network’s evening on-air personality and has been with 
the Tucson, Arizona-based ministry since 2006. Rod is vice president for 
constituent services and has served there since 1988. Please notice in the 
picture that between Joel and Rod, Dr. Paul Dixon is nodding approval!
Paul beck ’76 and his wife, Becky, are excited that more than 30 percent of 
the missionary children who attend Faith Academy in the Philippines return 
to the mission field. They are thrilled to minister and to disciple the next 
generation of missionaries.
Patty neely Zemmer ’76 and her husband, Dave, celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of Berean Baptist Church in Barreiras, Brazil, in April 2007.  
It was an encouraging time for the church to look back and be reminded  
of God’s faithfulness.
Evandro batista ’77 and his wife, Elina, continue to praise the Lord despite 
the difficulties they have faced in their ministry in Portugal. Continue to 
pray that the Miratejo Church will support each other and grow in Christ.
dan hicks ’78 was promoted to the rank of colonel in the U.S. Air Force in 
April 2007, and was awarded his second master’s degree from the Air 
University’s Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Alabama, in May. After seven 
stateside and three overseas assignments, Dan (far right) and his wife, 
Jeanne Pippin hicks ’78, have relocated to Ohio. Dan is director of 
readiness and operations at the Defense Supply Center in Columbus. Jeanne 
continues giving piano instruction and serving in base chapel services.
susan felty Mains ’79 and her husband, Reuben, rejoice that in May 2007 
Berean Christian Academy in Grenada was given permission by the minister 
of education to work on their new property. Their plan is to have most of 
the renovations complete so that school can begin in September. They are 
greatly encouraged by God’s provision for the school.
gary Welton ’79 has been named assistant dean for institutional assessment 
at Grove City College, where he is currently chairing the reaccreditation  
self-study. Recently, Gary was awarded major research grants by Microsoft 
Research and the Templeton Foundation. He and his wife, gaye Putman 
Welton ’79, continue to be actively involved in the home school community 
in Pennsylvania, where Gary serves as the Pennsylvania state representative 
for the National Christian Forensics and Communications Association.
1980s
Jeff ’80 and debbie Mullet Warix ’79 are amazed at how God worked in the 
hearts of several people to give toward an urgent need with the mortgage at 
Grace Baptist Church in Price, Utah. It can only be described as a miracle!
clayton ’81 and angela bowers beck ’82 recently celebrated their 25th 
wedding anniversary. They have three children, Austin (17), Audrey (15), 
and Ethan (12), and reside in Brussels, Belgium. They have lived in  
Europe for eight years and in Latin America for three years, as Clayton 
works in financial management for an international company.
ron hobar ’82 and his wife, Linda, have relocated to the Memphis, 
Tennessee, area, near the headquarters for the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes Youth Baseball Ministry at First Tennessee Fields in Cordova.  
They feel that with 10 state-of-the-art baseball fields and indoor facilities, 
the fellowship’s national and international reach can be enhanced 
dramatically. Their son, Kyle, is a freshman at Greenville College in Illinois.
becki Payton Konuch ’84 and her husband, Tim, are thankful that their  
two boys, Jonathan (7) and Benjamin (3), have adapted well to the  
U.S. during their furlough from England. They are living in Cleveland, Ohio, 
but have been busy traveling to their supporting churches. They really 
enjoyed their time at the ABWE Missionary Enrichment Conference that  
was held in July.
sherri Wilson Patterson ’84 and her family have relocated to Louisville, 
Kentucky. Her husband, Kent, retired as a lieutenant colonel in the  
U.S. Air Force in 2006. He is a doctoral student at the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and plans to teach at the seminary level after 
graduation. Their six-year-old twins, John and Elizabeth, attend the  
Christian Academy of Louisville. Sherri continues to enjoy supporting  
Kent in his studies and being a stay-at-home mom.
lori spillers bishop ’85 has been promoted to vice president of finance for 
Ryder’s U.S. Supply Chain Solutions, where she most recently served as  
a group director of field finance. She has been with Ryder since July 2002, 
serving first as a senior manager in finance. Since that time, she has  
held numerous positions with the finance organization, including director  
of pricing and planning and managing director of field finance.
dave beverly ’87 and his family are in the States on home assignment  
from the Philippines.
l. charles Jackson ’87 has published a book, Faith of Our Fathers: A Study 
of the Nicene Creed. As the church’s first “official” ecumenical creed,  
the Nicene Creed has protected and shaped the life of God’s people  
for centuries. This study walks readers through every line of the creed, 
highlighting its history and contemporary application, and revealing its 
grounding in Scripture. Charles is pastor of Covenant Presbyterian Church  
in Dayton, Ohio, and a doctoral student at the University of Leicester, 
England. He and his wife, Connie, have six children.
robert turner ’87 received a diploma from the National Fire Academy for 
completion of the executive fire officer program. This is a four-year program 
involving master-level classes and writing four research papers. Two of his 
high-scoring papers were published in the NFA library. Bob has been a 
battalion chief with the Riverside Fire Department for eight years. He 
resides in Dayton, Ohio, with his wife, Mary coons turner ’87, and their  
children, Robert (13) and Katie (10).
tim gault ’88 is a Protestant chaplain for the U.S. Navy in Texas. After 
completing a three-year tour in Iwakuni, Japan, the family has relocated to 
the Naval Air Station in Corpus Christi. His wife, connie harvey gault ’88, 
is the full-time secretary to a local pastor. They have three children, Hannah 
(12), Andrew (8), and Tyler (4).
Jill slayton Puett ’88 and her husband, Stephen, held the grand opening  
of their church in Elgin, Illinois, in March 2007. They were pleased that  
the church averaged 50 people the first month, and they look forward to 
the many relationships that will grow out of this church family. In June, 
Stephen had the opportunity to go to Guyana to help a team with 
communication/translation and to preach in evangelistic crusades.
david stoner ’89 has been promoted to reference manager for the 
Clearwater, Florida, public library system’s five branches. His wife,  
sara tilla stoner ’91, juggles being a school nurse for the Pinellas  
County school system and corralling their three boys.
Updates may be sent to Alumni Relations, 251 N. Main St., 
Cedarville, Ohio 45314 or e-mailed to alumni@cedarville.edu. 
Photos submitted via e-mail must be at least 4x6 with a minimum 




yolonda Moser hicks ’90 is a first-grade teacher at Leitchfield Christian 
Academy. She and her children, Zachary (15) and Romana (8), live in 
Welchs Creek, Kentucky.
casey ’90 and amy cooper Williams ’91 announce the birth of Grant Cooper 
on March 1, 2007. He was welcomed home by his big sister, Ashlyn (7), 
in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.
Paul ’91 and Jennifer horne Morse ’96 announce the birth of Rebecca 
Elisabeth on January 4, 2007. She joins her siblings, Lesley (4) and  
Shaun (2), in Beavercreek, Ohio. Paul is a pharmaceutical sales 
representative, and Jennifer tutors and teaches online.
butch ’92 and dawn hicks davis ’90 traveled for 10 days during April for a 
mission trip to Lisbon, Portugal, with students from the Word of Life Bible 
Institute in Schroon Lake, New York. They were also able to celebrate their 
15th wedding anniversary on the coast of Portugal. They have three 
children, Emma (8), Liam (4), and Chloe (1 ½).
becky reich hannon ’92 and her husband, David, are serving the Lord at 
Camp Mandaville in Winthrop, New York. They enjoy all the opportunities 
the Lord gives them to serve at camp and are thankful for the family time 
they can have. Please pray for the funds to build a staff house on the 
property that their family will use.
scott howell ’92 has been named principal of Enon Elementary in Enon, 
Ohio. For the past two years he has been the assistant principal at  
Possum Elementary/Middle School in Springfield, Ohio.
Jeff ’93 and sheri leeds burr ’93 announce the birth of Maria Noel  
on October 21, 2006. She joins her siblings, Anna (10), Johnny (8),  
Abby (6), Lydia (4), and Noah (2). They reside in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
where Jeff is a pastor at Forest Hills Baptist Church.
nick awabdy ’94 and his wife, Nancy, announce the birth of Nicole LeAyn  
on February 28, 2007. Big sister Natalie (2) welcomed her home and 
adores her. Nick is an engineering manager for Delphi, and Nancy enjoys 
being a stay-at-home mom. They reside in Xenia, Ohio.
scott Whitten ’94 is service improvement manager for North America in the 
global service center for Dimension Data, an IT services company based out of 
Johannesburg, South Africa. He and his wife, Jolie sissom Whitten ’94, have 
two boys, Nathan (5) and Crosby (3), and reside in Hollis, New Hampshire.
tim Woodward ’94 and his wife, Laura, welcomed Judah to their family on 
August 4, 2006. He joins five siblings, Titus (9), Abraham (8), Jaden (6), 
Tirzah (4), and Ezra (2). They have recently moved to Eldersburg, 
Maryland, and are enjoying their new surroundings as well as Tim’s 
opportunity to work from home.
nathan ’95 and susan rummel beitler ’95 announce the birth of Kyle Lucas, 
born June 22, 2007. He joins his siblings, Kayla Nicole (7) and Wesley Robert 
(5), at home in Aurora, Illinois. Nathan is a job estimator at Itasca Plastics, 
and Sue is a babysitter and homemaker. They attend Naperville Baptist Church.
Paul ’95 and Kathryn simons dean ’95 celebrated the one-year anniversary 
of their church in January. Paul planted Alathia Community Church with  
the help of the Acts 29 Network and other interested churches in Issaquah, 
Washington. They praise God for giving them the privilege of serving Him.
Melissa Kohlbacher Kesselring ’95 and her husband, Tim, announce the birth 
of Alia Gavriella on April 30, 2007. They reside in Bainbridge, New York.
Melinda siert MacKinnon ’95 and her husband, Andrew, announce the  
birth of Ian Glenn on July 11, 2006. He was welcomed home by sister 
Norah Grace (4) in San Antonio, Texas. Andrew is a cardiologist in the  
U.S. Air Force and is currently deployed in the Middle East. Melinda stays 
home with the children and is a Mary Kay consultant.
Jeff ’95 and tiffany trimble nelson ’95 feel blessed to be ministering to 
street children in Brazil. They have seen several decisions for Christ and 
baptisms in recent months. Projecto Resgate is expanding, and they are 
thankful for the many volunteers that spend time with the kids in various 
activities. Jeff and Tiffany have three children — Caleb, Michaela, and Josh.
Peter fiveland ’96 has been promoted to business manager for the New York 
cluster of Salem New York radio stations.
bethann Mohn greenawalt ’96 and her husband, Rob, announce the birth  
of Emma Mae on May 10, 2007. They feel blessed by their first child after 
years of infertility. They reside in Lititz, Pennsylvania, where Bethann is  
a nurse at the Lebanon VA Medical Center, and Rob is beginning a 3D/4D 
ultrasound business.
alumnotes
injury shapes career Path
Eric fillinger ’90, an all-American cross country runner during his time at Cedarville, is now a practicing podiatrist  
in Cullman, Alabama. A foot injury during his senior year led Fillinger to pursue a career in the podiatry field with  
the hope of helping a new generation of runners. This summer, Eric held his first annual running camp for Cullman 
County’s top high school cross country runners. The camp consisted of two running sessions a day — one  
in the morning and one in the evening — as well as lessons from special speakers on topics such as nutrition, 
strength, conditioning, training, and overall health. “We worked on trying to make the participants better runners,  
on and off the track,” Fillinger remarked. “Running is a sport where participants can learn lessons about teamwork, 
sacrifice, perseverance, and life.”
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amber rohweder Vandenbos ’96 and her husband, Daryl, announce the 
birth of twin daughters, Brooke Elizabeth and Kate MaKenna, on April 19, 
2007. Daryl is a professional firefighter for the city of Xenia, Ohio, and 
Amber is a part-time flight nurse for CareFlight Air & Mobile at Miami  
Valley Hospital. They reside in Cedarville.
bart ’97 and Emily Weber allen ’99 recently completed four  
years of intensive training and are now missionaries with New Tribes 
Mission. They are headed to Papua New Guinea to take the truth  
of God’s Word to an unreached tribal group. They have two sons,  
Luke (5) and Titus (2 ½). If you are interested in supporting  
them or following the progress of their journey, please visit  
www.ntm.org/bart_allen or e-mail them at bart_allen@ntm.org.
Elliott ’97 and sara howell gilham ’97 announce the birth of Samuel Elliott 
on November 22, 2006. Big sisters Isabelle Sara and Madeline Annette 
welcomed him home in Westerville, Ohio. Elliott is an e-commerce  
business manager for Emerson Network Power, and Sara loves her job  
as a stay-at-home mother. They are active members of New Life Church  
in Gahanna, Ohio.
Jennifer ferris larson ’97 and her husband, Mike, are happy to announce 
the birth of Annika Elizabeth on January 11, 2007. She was welcomed 
home by her brothers Eric (5) and Alec (2). The Larson family lives near 
Roanoke, Virginia, where Mike works as property manager for Total Action 
Against Poverty – Head Start, and Jen works part-time as a postpartum RN.
brad ’97 and andrea linamen nelson ’01 announce the birth of Nicholas 
Austin. He was born April 15, 2006, and was welcomed home by big brother 
Jacob (2). They reside in Columbus, Ohio, where Brad is a finance manager 
with Cardinal Health, and Andrea enjoys staying at home with the boys.
Melany trimble tiago ’97 and her husband, Elias, are thankful for their three 
children, Elioena (5), Elisua (3), and Elioenai (1). As they serve the Lord 
in Rio Branco, Brazil, they continually seek wisdom from Him in parenting 
and relationships within the church.
Jaime bedford ’98 has graduated from general surgery residency and is  
now a board-certified general surgeon. She is currently enrolled in a one-
year fellowship, sub-specializing in surgical critical care in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Once complete, she will have the opportunity to have a more 
flexible schedule than a traditional general surgeon. This will allow her to 
make large portions of her time available for indigent service stateside  
and surgical relief overseas.
Ernest ’98 and tiffany hamilton clark ’98 minister to the deaf in Rio Bravo, 
Mexico. In July, a tornado hit the campus and damaged several buildings. 
They are thankful that none of the students or staff was hurt. Pray for the 
finances to come in so that the rebuilding can take place.
Jennie fisher ’98 and Miguel Morel were married January 29, 2007,  
on a beach in the Dominican Republic and now reside in Montellano.  
They conduct mission work in the Dominican and Haitian towns of the  
north coast, alongside Makarios, a Christian nonprofit organization.
chris ’98 and Jody hovis Vitarelli ’98 announce the birth of Landon Kenneth 
on December 2, 2006. His siblings, Gabriel (6) and Angelina (3), are 
having a blast with Landon in Jamestown, New York. Chris is pastor of 
outreach and discipleship at Lakewood Baptist Church, and Jody is a  
private voice instructor.
Joseph ’98 and Melody curtis Whinnery ’94 announce the birth of Joah 
Daniel Stephan. He was born September 30, 2005, and was welcomed 
home by his brother, Nathan. They reside in Marysville, Ohio, where Joseph 
works at Honda of Americas Research and Development. Melody stays at 
home with the boys and enjoys being involved in ministries at church.
bJ bechtel ’99 and his wife, Shanna, share that they will be moving to  
a new community with Inner City Impact (ICI). Currently, they are in a 
location where “yuppies” are moving in and ICI kids are moving out 
because they can’t afford to stay. Since ICI has been established to serve 
high-risk, inner-city kids and youth, ICI feels led to relocate. Please pray  
for the new location that God has for them and also pray for BJ, as he  
is an integral part of finding a new community. In the midst of all the 
changes, they are so thankful for their little girl, Abby (1).
homegoing: dr. Walter l. griffeth
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of Dr. Walter L. Griffeth, a dedicated Cedarville faculty member during the 1970s and a member of Grace 
Baptist Church in Cedarville. Dr. Griffeth passed away on May 9, 2007. He was the father and stepfather of eight Cedarville alumni: laura Payne Ereddia ’72, 
sarah griffeth couture ’74, James griffeth ’74, Paulette Payne hegg ’74, Mary griffeth Wimer ’76, Jackie Payne Pyles ’78, Ellen Payne battaglia ’81, 
and Joel Payne ’81.
 In honor of Dr. Griffeth’s longstanding advocacy of Cedarville’s nursing program (despite the fact that he was not a nursing professor), the family requests that 
memorial gifts be donated to assist Cedarville’s nursing students. For more information, please contact Kim Botta Longo ’02 at 937-766-7699.
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chad Jensen ’99 and Kristin Rauchenstein were married January 13, 2007, 
at Mifflin Presbyterian Church in Gahanna, Ohio. They reside in Columbus.
lindsey Mitchell ’99 and David Yordy were married May 26, 2007, at 
Topeka Bible Church in Topeka, Kansas. After a honeymoon in Colorado, 
they have returned to their home in Wichita. Dave runs a sports ministry 
program, Angels Academy, for homeschooled children, and Lindsey teaches 
adapted physical education for Haysville Schools.
adam ’99 and angela Kirchner oxford ’99 announce the birth of Audrey 
LeeAnn on December 29, 2006. Big sister Emma (4) awaited her arrival in 
Berlin, Pennsylvania. Adam is engineering manager for North American 
Hoganas, a manufacturer of metal powders, and he received his master of 
business administration degree from Wright State University in July 2006. 
Angela enjoys staying at home with the girls.
Jon ’99 and tara seyfert rauch ’99 are currently living in Goshen, Indiana, 
where Jon is the children’s pastor at Grace Community Church. Tara works a 
few hours a week as an OB nurse but is mainly at home with the children, 
Elli (4), Ethan (2), and Elisha (1).
Jodi du Monceaux taubert ’99 and her husband, Jesse, announce the birth 
of Hadassah Lynne. She was born March 17, 2007, and joins sister Grace 
Olivia (2) in Fairhaven, Minnesota. Jesse is self-employed, building 
insulated concrete-form homes. Jodi enjoys caring for their daughters and 
also works reserve as a registered nurse in the telemetry unit.
shelly gillett Vits ’99 and her husband, Dan, announce the birth of Drew 
Daniel. Drew was born July 12, 2006, in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, and 
placed in their arms on June 3, 2007. After five years of working full-time 
as a registered nurse for an orthopedic spine surgeon, Shelly is enjoying 
being a stay-at-home mom.
2000s
scott lehr ’00 is pleased that his church plant, Southbridge Fellowship, on 
the western side of Raleigh, North Carolina, is thriving. Scott and the church 
have been blessed recently with the friendship of Anne Graham Lotz 
(daughter of Billy Graham) and her husband, Danny.
Jordan Patrick ’00 is the associate pastor of youth and education at Grace 
Baptist Church in Canton, Ohio. At the end of June, he led a mission team 
of teens and adults to New Orleans, where they helped one family get back 
into their home. To read about the impact of the trip, visit Jordan’s blog at 
graceyouthman.wordpress.com.
Kristil Wendler dalrymple ’01 and her husband, Jeff, announce the birth  
of Kassidy Jewel on March 28, 2007. She joins her brother, JJ, at home  
in Santa Clarita, California. Jeff is a dispatcher for the Ventura County  
Fire Department, and Kristil stays at home with the children.
ryan Einfeldt ’01 and Rachel Ekstrand were married June 29, 2007, at 
Evangelical Covenant Church in Pomeroy, Iowa. After enjoying a honeymoon 
in Florida and Switzerland, the couple returned to Rain Forest International 
School in Yaounde, Cameroon, where Ryan teaches music and Rachel 
teaches algebra and Bible.
stephen ’01 and Jessica schmidt hand ’02 announce the birth of Ian James 
on January 24, 2007. Big brother Isaac (3) welcomed him home in  
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Stephen is the minister of instrumental and student 
worship at First Baptist Church of Ft. Lauderdale, and Jessica teaches  
music at a Christian school.
beth Weaver hauck ’01 and her husband, Mathias, announce the birth of 
twin sons, Maximus Alexander and Mason Bradley, on July 10, 2007. They 
were welcomed home by their big sister, Kaylin (3), in Avon, Ohio. Beth is 
an athletic trainer, and Mathias is a high school teacher. They enjoy serving 
the Lord at Cornerstone Bible Fellowship.
Joshua ’01 and Jennifer Wallace hesse ’01 and their two children, Kaden 
Wallace (3) and Delaney Rhys (1), reside in Nashville, Tennessee, where 
Josh is an entrepreneur, and Jenn works from home as a full-time mom  
and part-time writer/editor for Christian publishing companies.
bethany hoff ’01 and Adam White were married May 25, 2007, and reside 
in Perrysburg, Ohio. They wish to express their gratitude to the many family 
and friends, including many Cedarville graduates, who attended and 
participated in the wedding. They also thank the members of the Cedarville 
University family who prayed during Adam’s recent battle with leukemia. 
They are so grateful to God for seeing fit to heal Adam.
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rob ’01 and clarissa band Moll ’00 announce the birth of Colin Edward on 
June 13, 2007. Big sister Fiona (2) welcomed him home in Glendale 
Heights, Illinois. Rob is an editor with Christianity Today magazine, and 
Clarissa enjoys staying home with the kids, as well as tutoring and teaching 
at Wheaton College.
chris risheill ’01 recently won a Stevie Award, one of the most prestigious 
business awards given. It honors the efforts, accomplishments, and positive 
contributions of businesspeople worldwide. Chris is the exhibit and events 
marketing manager for the National Middle School Association (NMSA) in 
Westerville, Ohio. He was nominated for a video he produced and directed 
for NMSA’s 33rd conference and exhibit celebration. He and his wife,  
lia davenport risheill ’02, reside in Galloway, Ohio.
chris straits ’01 and his wife, Marylan, announce the birth of Noah Michael 
on February 4, 2007. Chris is athletic director at a Salvation Army 
community center. They reside in Wake Forest, North Carolina.
tim ’02 and aamie guptill blow ’02 have relocated to Fairfield, Connecticut, 
where Tim is middle school director at Black Rock Congregational Church. 
They have a son, Carter.
aaron ’02 and Jennifer abas deal ’99 announce the birth of Jessica Eden 
on June 1, 2005. Her siblings, Jenna (6), Alanna (4), and Eli (3),  
awaited her arrival in Huber Heights, Ohio. Recently, Jennifer released her 
debut album, Life. She is giving all of its proceeds to their home church, 
FairCreek Church, in Fairborn, Ohio, to help support a building project. 
Aaron is children’s pastor there and is pleased that the majority of the 
building project will be children’s facilities. Learn more about Life at  
www.jenniferjolene.com.
lindsey Johnson ’02 shares that many children at the Puebla Christian  
School in Mexico are coming to the realization that they need Jesus. She is 
overwhelmed at how God has used her to minister to these kids and the 
tremendous amount of blessing He has given her this year.
rubie Maybury ’02 graduated from medical school in May and has started 
her general surgery residency.
Jonathan ’02 and daylyn Warren swanson ’05 announce the birth of Payton 
Charles Douglas on January 31, 2007. They reside in Round Rock, Texas, 
where Jonathan works for Dell and Daylyn stays at home with Payton.
Jason ’02 and stephanie hopkins Webb ’04 announce the birth of Phoebe 
Charis on October 5, 2006. She joins her big sister, Eowyn, in providing a 
home full of laughter and love in Plymouth, Indiana. Jason is taking classes 
for his master’s degree at Reformed Theological Seminary.
courtney Williams Kline ’03 is the head volleyball coach at Bethany College 
in Bethany, West Virginia.
beth seachrist ’03 and Stephen Lougee were married April 28, 2007, in Lititz, 
Pennsylvania. After a honeymoon in Maui, they returned to Lititz, where Beth 
is a curriculum writer and Steve serves with the Maryland Air National Guard.
aubrey furlong ’04 and Seth Daam were married May 6, 2007. That same 
month, Aubrey received her master of arts degree in mental health counseling 
from Grace College. Seth works at Teva Pharmaceutical, and Aubrey is a 
behavioral specialist/mobile therapist. They reside in Lansdale, Pennsylvania.
Erica Johnson ’04 and Nathan Kurcsak were married May 5, 2007, in 
Martinsburg, West Virginia. Nathan is junior high pastor for Maranatha  
Bible Church in Akron, Ohio.
stephanie taylor Monroe ’04 and her husband, Chad, announce the birth  
of Addison Lynne on January 6, 2007. They recently moved to Clarksville, 
Tennessee, where Chad is a helicopter pilot at Ft. Campbell. Stephanie 
enjoys staying at home with Addison.
Joshua ’04 and Katherine richmond root ’04 announce the birth of 
Annabelle Grace on February 27, 2006. Josh and Katherine currently  
reside in Albany, New York, where Josh works as a mechanical engineer 
and Katherine enjoys staying home with Annabelle.
alumnotes
drew flamm ’05 and stephanie hueni ’06 were married December 30, 
2006, in Bremen, Indiana. The two reside in Cedarville, Ohio, and both 
work for the University.
amy hollins ’05 continues her language studies in France. She is thankful for 
the relationships she has with youth, who give her the opportunity to speak 
French on a daily basis.
bret hurlbut ’05 and Emily thompson ’05 were married July 1, 2006,  
at South Park Baptist Church in Crown Point, Indiana. After a honeymoon 
road trip through Indiana, Kentucky, and Illinois, they made their home in 
Fitchburg, Wisconsin. Bret is a software developer at Epic Systems, and 
Emily is a preschool teacher. They recently celebrated their first wedding 
anniversary at the Kalahari Resort in Wisconsin Dells.
Joseph hague ’06 and rebekah henschel ’06 were married October 7, 
2006, at South Mountain Bible Church in Fayetteville, Pennsylvania.  
They reside in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania.
grant Knight ’06 is serving with Cascade Surge in Vienna, Austria. He is  
using soccer as an avenue to reach people with the gospel, along with other 
ministry opportunities like church planting, working with Muslims, and serving 
in orphanages. He felt blessed this past summer to serve as team captain 
and leader of community outreach for Cascade Surge in Salem, Oregon.
ryan rotman ’06 and Mary thengvall ’07 were married June 23, 2007,  
in Santa Rosa, California. After a honeymoon to Hawaii, they returned to 
their home in Santa Rosa. Mary is a public relations associate at O’Reilly 
Media, and Ryan is a barista at Starbucks while he continues to look for  
a music ministry position.
grant Zerkle ’06 and brittany rouse ’06 were married August 12, 2006.
in Memory
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of these dear  
loved ones.
Paul schenck ’55 went home to be with the Lord on August 30, 2007. He 
was the husband, for 52 years, of the late bernadette coon schenck ’54. 
Among the many family members he leaves behind are brother  
loren schenck ’63 and daughter-in-law sue brooks schenck ’81.  
Paul pastored churches in Montana and Ohio and continued his faithful 
service locally after retiring from full-time ministry.
Vicky huddleston dawson ’75 went home to be with the Lord on August 31, 
2007, after a seven-year battle with cancer. Last year, her illness forced an 
end to her twenty years of service at Lakeland Christian School, near her 
home in Auburndale, Florida, where she served as an elementary phys. ed. 
teacher and junior high volleyball coach. Vicky had previously taught at the 
American School of Kuwait for two years and at Southside Christian School 
in Indianapolis for four years. Vicky leaves behind her husband, Steve, and 
their children, Lauren (25) and Tyler (22), along with three sisters, Shelly 
Wagers, Kellie huddleston ’83, and nancy huddleston custodio ’86, and 
one brother, Rick Huddleston.
alumnotes
IRA Rollover Gifts
Charitable Giving Through IRAs
Congress recently changed the rules  
for charitable gifts made from IRAs.  
If you are over age 70 ½, the federal 
government now permits you to rollover 
amounts from your IRA to charity  
without tax.
To learn more about IRA rollover gifts, visit  
our website at www.cedarville.edu/giftlegacy or 
call Dave Bartlett, associate vice president for 
development, at 1-800-766-1115.
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Honored by Alma Mater
Cedarville president Dr. Bill Brown was honored to speak at Dallas 
Theological Seminary’s 2007 commencement ceremony, held at 
Prestonwood Baptist Church on Saturday, May 12. Dr. Brown holds a 
master of theology degree and a PhD from the seminary.
Top Tier
Continual quality improvements have led to another top-tier ranking  
for Cedarville University. This year the editors of U.S. News have ranked 
the University third in the Midwest region, a jump from last year’s 
admirable ranking of 14. U.S. News used peer assessment along with 
objective factors such as graduation rates, average class size, and the 
student/faculty ratio to determine the rankings. “Academic excellence  
is a significant component of Cedarville University’s mission statement, 
and we are extremely pleased by this positive, independent evaluation  
of our quality and value,” explained President Brown.
Master Musician
Jun Kim, assistant professor of music and conductor of the Cedarville 
University Orchestra, is gaining international recognition. Thanks to his 
outstanding performance in a conducting master class in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, Kim was awarded an invitation and scholarship to work with  
the Moscow Symphony Orchestra in a second master class. At the same 
time, Kim was chosen to participate in the seventh annual National Arts 
Centre Conductors Programme in Ottawa, Canada.
Brittany Smart ’07 To Go Pro with Belgian Basketball Squad
Brittany Smart ’07 has signed a one-year contract to play women’s 
professional basketball in Belgium. The 5’9” guard heads to Europe  
to join the Point Chaud Basketball Club, which competes in the  
highest division of women’s basketball in the country. Smart assembled 
staggering numbers during her career at CU, setting 23 career, season, 
and single-game records. Her collegiate total of 3,236 points is both the 
current NAIA Division II record and the record for all women’s college 
basketball in Ohio. Smart was a three-time NAIA All-American and the 
NAIA Division II National Player of the Year during the 2007 season.
Inspire 31
What’s abuzz
Photo Credit: Laurie Dann of Solar Splash
Tracking the Celtic Tiger
Two hours after graduation, seven Cedarville University students and 
professor Dr. Franco Gandolfi headed to Dublin, Ireland, for a 23-day 
study of the Irish economic boom known as the Celtic Tiger. “The Celtic 
Tiger emerged in Ireland in the mid-1990s and ended in 2001 only  
to reemerge in 2003,” explained management and marketing senior 
Thomas Woltman. “The economic boom has transformed Ireland  
from one of Europe’s poorest nations to one of its wealthiest.”
Fast Research
Cedarville University associate professor of geology Dr. John Whitmore 
has joined a group of scientists researching the evidence of a global 
flood. The Flood Activated Sedimentation and Tectonics (FAST) project 
will create, model, and test theories for rapid subaqueous deposition  
by a global flood and interpret the stratigraphic, structural, and intrusive 
histories of geological formations. In layman’s terms, FAST examines 
geological evidence of the great flood documented in Genesis 6–8.
Wheel World Experience
Cedarville University engineering students don’t just dream it — they 
build it. One of their most recent creations is a formula car, designed 
and built by the Cedarville University Formula Team and raced in the 
Formula SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) competition at the Ford 
Proving Grounds in Romeo, Michigan. A sound-level failure (muffler 
problem) during the technical inspection led to time-eating corrections, 
causing the car to miss two of the events. Even with this disadvantage, 
the team salvaged a 70th-place finish among the 130 participating teams 
from around the world.
World Champs
For the third time, the Cedarville University solar boat engineering  
team won Solar Splash, the world championship of intercollegiate solar 
boating held in Fayetteville, Arkansas. The CU entry outpaced those  
of teams from 18 other schools, including the U.S. Naval Academy,  



















































CU on the Road
The following list is only a sampling of CU events on the road. For more events and information, visit  
www.cedarville.edu/reps. For upcoming alumni events, turn to page 23! (Dates are subject to change.)
October is the month for college fairs!
If you know prospective Cedarville students, be sure to check for a college fair in your area.
Cedarville Friends and Relatives Get Together!
Pictured from the left are John Kelley ’89, Camille 
Holloway Schuette ’95, Thile Holloway Kreider ’95, and 
Jennifer Crow Burke ’94 in Redding, California. Camille, 
Thile, and Jen were roommates in the Maddox guest 
apartment and have remained good friends. John is 
brother-in-law to Camille and Thile’s brother Van  
Holloway ’88. They reside in Redding, California; Gig 
Harbor, Washington; Manheim, Pennsylvania; and Chico, 
California respectively.
Music, biblical teaching, and  
kingdom-focused news
Broadcasting in Ohio  






How do students know if
Cedarville is right for them?
The best way to     
   decide is to VISIT!
Who?













Call 1-800-CEDARVILLE (233-2784) or  
visit cedarville.edu/cufriday.







251 N. Main Street
Cedarville, OH 45314
P r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  L i g h t  o f  t h e  Wo r l d
the Center for Biblical and eological Studies
More than bricks and mortar; more than steel and 
glass. e Center for Biblical and eological Studies 
will be a place of transformation where Cedarville 
University students are equipped to shine the light of 
God’s Word into our culture and around the world.
 
Partner with us today.
www.cedarville.edu/cbts
